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A public-private partnership to address the 
market failure in rural internet. 

A 5,500-km fibre optic backbone and local access 
networks that delivered improved broadband 

access to more than 95% of the region.

– Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
– Eastern Ontario Mayors’ Caucus
– Ontario East Economic Development
– Community Futures Ontario East
– Eastern Ontario Regional Network 

The EOWC has a solid track record of delivering high return on 
public investment. 

The Eastern Ontario Leadership Council will 
drive action on the strategy. It’s made up of:
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5,500-km 
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The Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus 

(EOWC) unites the interests and 

shared goals of 750,000 
people in 103 rural 
municipalities. Our region 

connects key markets in Ontario, 

the United States and Canada. 

Our success is Ontario's success. 
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www.eowc.org

Three key priorities to secure our economic future:
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The local infrastructure deficit is $4.6 billion and growing. 
 Municipalities invest more every year, but the 

infrastructure gap continues to grow about 6% annually. 

Municipal governments own two-thirds of the region’s roads:
 69,000 lane kilometres of road, enough to wrap 
 1.5 times around the earth. 

Rural households can’t bear this load alone. 
 In rural areas, five households must share the cost 

of one kilometre of road compared to 25 homes in 
urban centres.
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Eastern Ontario  needs federal and provincial funding to manage 
traditional infrastructure. 

Cover the 25% of 
the region that has little 

or no cell service.

Create a $299 million 
public-private partnership to 

spur investment and jobs.

Create a public safety 
broadband network to connect 

first responders at a regional level.
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For the province to grow and thrive, federal, provincial and 
municipal governments must work together to create a 

stronger rural Eastern Ontario.

Eastern Ontario needs federal and provincial support to improve 
cell data access to keep our economy thriving and communities safe.

6%
annual growth to deficit
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